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SUB J : EFFECT OF BANNING ON BCP PROJECTS AND PERSONNEL 

1 . IN WAKE OF THE BANNING OF THE BLACK COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
(BCP) I SPOKE WITH THE NATIONAL CHAIRMAN OF THE BCP. H.J. 

BHENGU. AND ITS NATIONAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, B.A. KHOAPA. 

ASIDE FROM THEIR PREDICTABLE POLITICAL REACTIONS OF OUTRAGE 
AND DESPAIR THEY OUTLINED FOR ME SOME OF THE PRACTICAL 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF THE BANNING TO BLACK 
PEOPLE AND TO THE BPC PROJECTS. FYI: BCP CONSIDERED ITSELF 

AS BASICALLY THE SOCIAL WELFARE ARM OF BPC WITHOUT ANY 
POLITICAL ROLE. END FYI 

2. THE BCP ESTIMATED THAT OVER R400.000 ($460,000) IN CASH, 

BUILDINGS, FURNITURE, MEDICAL EQUIPMENT, AUTOMOBILES AND 
SUNDRY MATERIAL WOULD BE CONFISCATED BY THE SAG. MR. BHENGU, 
AN ATTORNEY, SAID THE PROCESS WAS AKIN TO LEGAL LIQUIDATION, 
WITH THE STATE APPOINTED AS EXECUTOR AND LIQUIDATOR. HE 

SAID BCP HAD TWO LARGE, WELL ESTABLISHED PROJECTS, A R175.000 
COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER AT ADAMS MISSION OUTSIDE DURBAN AND 
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A R75.000 HEALTH CENTER AT ZANEMPILO, OUTSIDE KING WILLIAM'S 
TOWN, AS WELL AS SEVERAL SMALLER PROJECTS IN NATAL AND EASTERN 
CAPE, SOWETO AND TRANSKEI. BCP ALSO HAD PLANS TO CONSTRUCT 
A R 120,000 HEALTH CENTER IN SOWETO AND SOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 
FOR THIS PROJECT WAS ALREADY ENROUTE TO SA FROM ENGLAND. 

MR. BHENGU STATED THAT WITH THE BANNING OF BCP THERE WAS 
LITTLE EXPECTATION THAT THESE CAPITAL ITEMS COULD BE RETAINED 
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FOR USE IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY AS THE SAG ALONE HAS THE RIGHT 
TO DETERMINE THEIR DISPOSITION. HE WAS DISMAYED AT THIS LOSS, 

AND AT THE REPERCUSSIONS AMONG THE RECIPIENTS OF THE SOCIAL 
SERVICES PROVIDED BY THESE CENTERS. HE SAID, THAT HE COULD 
NOT UNDERSTAND THE SAG CLOSING DOWN A PROJECT THAT TAUGHT 
PEOPLE HOW TO MAKE LEATHER GOODS OR ARTS AND CRAFT, NOT TO 
MENTION PROVIDING MEDICAL SERVICES TO A COMMUNITY. MR. 

BHENGU SAID THE PRACTICAL EFFECT OF THE BANNINGS TO 
PATIENTS OF THE HEALTH CENTERS WOULD BE TO LOWER THE QUALITY 
OF THEIR HEALTH CARE. THEY COULD STILL GO TO SAG HOSPITALS 
FOR MAJOR PROBLEMS BUT THE BCP CLINICS HAD PROVIDED MEDICAL 
CHECK-UPS, PRE-NATAL CARE, DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES AND SOME 
PREVENTIVE MEDICINE TO A PEOPLE TO WHOM SUCH TINGS WERE GENERALLY 
UNKNOWN. THIS, HE SAID COULD NOT BE REPLACED AT THE OVER- 
CROWDED GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS. ALSO HE BELIEVED THAT MANY 
OF THEIR TRAINED BLACK MEDICAL STAFF WOULD REFUSE TO WORK 
FOR THE SAG IN ANY FORM AND THIS MENT THEIR SERVICES WOULD 
BE LOST TO THE COMMUNITY SINCE HE SAW LITTLE PROSPECT 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS WOULD OFFER TO TAKE OVER THE 
FACILITIES. 

3. MR. GHENGU WAS DISTRESSED OVER WHAT WOULD BECOME OF BCP'S 
STAFF. BCP HAD ANTICIPATED THAT VARIOUS OF THE STAFF MEMBERS 
MIGHT THEMSELVES BE BANNED AND HAD SIGNED THEM TO LONG-TERM 
CONTRACTS THAT INSURED THEY WOULD BE PAID EVEN IF THEIR 
BANNING PROHIBITED THEM FROM WORKING WITH BCP. HE SAID 
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THEY NEVER EXPECTED BCP ITSELF TO BE BANNED. THIS MENT ALL 
BANK ACCOUNTS WERE TAKEN OVER BY THE SAG AND THERE WERE NO 
FUNDS TO CONTINUE THE SALARIES OF THE STAFF. MOST AFFECTED 
BY THIS, HE SAID, WAS MR. KHOAPA, WHO IS IN THE FOURTH YEAR 
OF HIS BANNING BUT WHO WAS PERMITTED BY THE SAG TO CONTINUE 
AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF BCP DURING THIS TIME AS LONG AS 
HE REMAINED IN THE DURBAN TOWNSHIP OF UMLAZI. BCP THEREFORE 
MOVED ITS NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS TO UMLAZI AND THE EXCEPTIONAL Y 
ABLE MR. KHOAPA CONTINUED TO DIRECT THE BCP FROM THERE. MR. 

KHOAPA CANNOT LEAVE UMLAZI AND THERE ARE FEW JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR HIM IN THE ESSENTIALLY RESIDENTIAL LOCATION. 

FUGIT 
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